[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]ACORN NEWSLETTER
	 January 2012
UpdatedTerm Dates 
Spring Term 2012
Half term – Monday 13th -Friday 17th February
Last day of term – Thursday 29th March

Summer Term 2012
First day of term – Monday 16th April
**Polling day Acorn closed - 3rd May
Inset day – Friday 4th May
Bank holiday – Monday 7th May
Half term – Monday 4th – Friday 8th June

**Subject to change dependent on election dates
 




Dear All, 

Welcome back and welcome to our new children and their families.  I hope you enjoy your time with us at Acorn. 

This term’s themes are toys, colours and shapes. Attached is the medium term plan showing a small selection of the learning areas Acorn children will be doing over the next term.  On Friday’s, Pre-school has ’show and tell’ activity, where the children are encouraged to bring in something from home which relates to the week’s topic.  The topic will be displayed on Acorn’s window, if you are unsure please ask a member of staff.  

French Lessons
French Lessons will start again in Pre-school.  Haley Williams, a qualified teacher comes in every Tuesday afternoon for a 30 minute lesson. If you would like your child to start French lessons let me or a member of staff know as soon as possible.

PE
PE will continue to take place for Pre-school on Friday afternoons, please leave named plimsolls under your child’s peg.

Free-flow environment
In Acorn we operate a free-flow environment which means the door is kept open for most of the session, please remember to bring in a named warm coat and hat for outdoor play.  

Fees
Please ensure your fees are paid promptly.  If you have any difficulties or concerns please let me know. 
Relocation

As I am sure you are all aware on Friday 2nd December 2011 Acorn was served notice.  The school requires their classroom back for their own purpose due to increasing primary numbers and our popularity over the past years!!  We are now looking to relocate within the area. 

We are in the very early stages of our campaign, but would greatly appreciate any support you may be able to give us.  We know we have a large challenge ahead of us, but feel strongly that Acorn’s survival is essential for our children, our parents and carers, for Oaklands and Mardley Heath community.  We are extremely passionate in our belief that closure is not an option! 

Acorn (Registered Charity Number 1054968) was formed 17 years ago when the local community felt that it was a requirement for the area, We have gone from strength to strength, as our recent Ofsted reports and although we can no longer stay within the school, we know we are still needed for the local area, and feel determined to find a new home. 

To start our campaign we will be holding a meeting on Monday 16th January at 8.00pm in the Robin Hood and Little John pub, Rabley Heath
If you are able to attend the meeting and provide support for our campaign we would be extremely grateful.

I would like to re-assure you that it is business as usual in Acorn and with your help and support we look forward to a bright future ahead.   


FUNDRAISINGSince September we have raised: £2,400





Due to our relocation fundraising is more important than ever.  Therefore your support with fundraising activities would be very much appreciated.  Please keep an eye on the notice board for all the fundraising updates on how much money we have raised.  
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Cake Sales 
Friday 13th January will be our first cake sale of the year please support us by baking and/or buying, only 30p each, (they don’t have to be homemade!), Cake sales will continue throughout the term on the first Friday of every month!  

Names on your child’s clothing
At the end of each session the staff are having difficulty matching the correct coat, jumper etc to the child, especially in Playgroup.  Please ensure your child’s name is on their clothing, or use the NAME TAGS Company. If you purchase your name tags from a company called www.nametag-it.co.uk and quote reference C116, Acorn will receive 10%, which is a great deal for us!

Car Boot
Mrs. Doyle has booked 2 stalls for Sunday 15th January at Hitchin market, if you have anything to donate or can help run the stall please talk to myself of Mrs. Doyle.

Forthcoming events
Charity Zumba evening and bingo night.






Tina Soderberg
Manager 


DONATIONS!
Thank you for the contributions of wipes tissues and toilet rolls these make a big difference on a day to day basis.
Any donations are greatly appreciated and ensure that all fundraising money is spent on equipment
USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 01438 840132
Email: acorn.playgroup.preschool@gmail.com
www.acorn-playgroup.co.uk
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