SAVE OUR ACORN!
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16th January 2012
The facts...
Acorn has been given notice on the classroom it currently occupies in Oaklands School.  We will be moving out at the end of the summer term in July.  

The school obviously has seven years, and has seven classrooms, but for the past 17 years we have been able to use a classroom as they have been undersubscribed and operated a “split year” system.  Numbers have increased over recent years, and as a result the classroom is now required for the primary school.

Acorn are NOT closing!  We are actively looking for a new home, and have every confidence that we will find one.

Action so far...

· Contacted our local councillors, our local MP (Grant Shapps), and the local press.  All have been very supportive, and are backing our campaign to find our new home.

· Set up an Acorn Facebook page for regular instant updates

· Informed OFSTED of our situation.  They are sympathetic and will inspect any new premises to ensure we continue to offer the same standard of childcare.

· Contacted a number of “options” for our new home

· Prepared a list of other possibilities

· Applied for some funding from Hertfordshire County Council.  At present our application has been unsuccessful, but we are considering whether we should appeal.

· Prepared our “wish-list” for our new premises
The wish-list...

· A permanent building

· Minimum 60 sq.m., approx 645 sq.ft internally, plus outside space, ideally a mixture of hard and soft play

· Good access with parking on-site or at least close by

· Storage

· Toilets

· Kitchen facilities

· Within the local area of Oaklands and Mardley Heath, or as close as we can be

Our Options...

Some options under discussion and consideration are still at a confidential stage.  We would love to be able to share all in the information with you, but clearly some points may be sensitive.  We will keep you informed as soon as we can.

However, we are exploring options with the Scouts, and we are also considering:

· Privately owned buildings available for rental
· Publicly owned buildings available for rental
· Some plots of land (for a temporary nursery building)

All of the above are either within Oaklands and Mardley Heath, or within a 3 mile radius.

If you have any other suggestions or ideas then please let us know.

How you can help...

· Do you have time to look around the area for possible locations?


· Can you spare time to help explore possibilities we’ve already come up with, and/or contacting any of the possible landlords?


· Could you help us set up and maintain a website about our relocation?


· Could you provide financial support and advice to Acorn?


· Could you help with any legal points which we may need to cover? e.g. future rental agreements, etc.


· Can you help with our publicity campaign?


· Could you display posters and notices about fundraising?


· Can you provide a financial donation?

At this stage there are clearly a number of “unknowns” which will have a large impact on how we will progress the campaign and work on an ongoing basis.  We will keep you informed of developments as soon as we can.
If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to speak to Tina Soderberg, Julia Hutchinson or Andie Doyle.

Many thanks for your support.
acorn.playgroup.preschool@gmail.com
Julia Hutchinson (Chair of Trustees) - 07818 024663

Find us on Facebook - Acorn Playgroup & Pre-school, Welwyn

Acorn Playgroup & Pre-school, Great North Road, Oaklands, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 0PX
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